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Should You Stop Putting
Air in Your Tires?

Regular readers of Tire News know that we often talk about the importance of proper tire inflation in this

column. In fact, it is the single most important thing you can do to help your customers maintain their

tires. But should you stop putting air in tires and convert to Nitrogen! Are the benefits tt:"-'TL‘ Lo support

the investment for both the tire retailer and the consumer!
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1. More consistent fire pressure

hany people understand thar vires can and do
lower i thacussh & faulty or dimy vire vadve, or
theeuph a Beng rim. What & not as well under
stood s that air can also paturally permeate
through the imner lines, fabric and rread mbber,
hecause the alr molecule is simply so small. Ni
trogen, on the cther hand, is a relavively banger
mwdecule and does ot seep through the inmer
limer as readils. It may take six moniths b lose 2
1 using Mitrogen, bur only about a month 1o

kose a .”,-|l_'||\|:.||'l||_' AFnoine of aar.

2. Less moisiure

Iy sddition, it is well undersood that tires filled
with air can Auctuate a8 misch as 2 PSH for ev-
ery 3°0 change in ambient vemperature. Why!
Adr olren contains maostune, which n.'||||r.||'I'.'
absorks hear. This explains why vires with a kot
al motsmre rend 1o run hoteer and have higher
prossur ||,'.|.‘|IE'||_"\-. ||'.-..'Ln.:.]| I-I-'.ll-:u the tires are
cold, the msmire tums to waler Vapor, which
recduces the pressure. Mitrogen wall have bes
musture and hence less comtraction and A

skon i extreme temperatares, T he real-lite sce-
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narie we hear about all the vme b of o vehicle
with new tires insmdled that goes curside in the
dead of winrer. The next morning, the rires are
riding on the rims because the air pressure is so
low. This s much less p concem with Nlrrl'l;d'\-'ﬂ

and @ real benefir 1o motorises

Maoisture hos ancther insidious effect on vires
and wheels because it leads to oxidation and
rEmOles aging from wathin, which SUPRESIS Fi-

disced tire life arel perloomance.

The Tive Retread Informazion Bureas isswed a
pews nebesse on August 13, 2005 titled “Wihy
Inflaging Tires With Miteogen Makes Sense™
They seaped: “Among the benetits aof Mitrogen
inlazion: less mflation pressure loss bor @ maorne
sable, conslsrent tire pressure; cooler nanming
tires; longer tread libe; less oxidanon ol tire
components, and reduced rim and wheel cormo-
siom. The result is incressed vire life, improved
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The big question

Why hosnt Miregen made it 1o the main:
stresm consmmnes wndil r|.'|'|'l'|I|'|': The abiliry mo
store pure Mitrogen in 8 compressed form was
an expersive proposition, With the eguipmens
becoming mone affordable, many tire deabers
are investing in Mitrogen tanks to provide thear
customers with o choboe, The peneral motos-
img pubdic is szarting 1o ask quiestioms abouat ehe
wse of Mirrogen ard it is important to provide
consumers with the proper safery message. Al-
thouszh Mitrogen allows for 8 more consistent
i procssaine tar a I!.'I'll,."l.'f |"'l.'r|-hJ ol rime, it re-
mains imperarve that comsumerns measune the

pressure in their rires on a monthly basis anid
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Alehiugh vou can add aie o @ Mitrogen-Alled
tire. il voig wish o regain all the advamiages of
pure Mirogen, you will peed o visic your tire
dealer 1o have the tire emptied and reflled
Under-mndlation i the Iq_'.ld"'",: caise of Tire fail-
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rise because people look too often w the vire
sidewall for their comect tire pressuse. In some
cases, this misconception is never comected. Be
sure b gk your customens if they have checked
theeir cire pressure this month, and refer them o

the rire information label on their vehicle, ™
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